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SUBJECT: COD WAR - LETTER TO PRESIDENT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL FROM 
ICELAND'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 

REF: USUN 1640 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . LETTER ON COD WAR, DATED MAY 11, 1976, FROM 
ICELAND'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE INGVARSSON TO PRESIDENT 
DE GUIRINGAUD OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL HAS BEEN CIRCULATED 
AS UN DOCUMENT S/12072, 12 MAY 1976. TEXT FOLLOWS: 

"LETTER DATED 1 1 MAY 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF 
ICELAND TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT, I HAVE THE HONOUR 
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TO BRING THE FOLLOWING TO YOUR ATTENTION. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


BRITISH WARSHIPS AND TUGBOATS CONTINUE TO ASSIST BRITISH TRAW- 
LERS IN THEIR VIOLATION OF ICELANDIC FISHERY JURISDICTION AND, IS 
DOING SO, GROSSLY ABUSE INTERNATIONAL RULES OF NAVIGATION. THE 
NUMBER OF BRITISH NAVAL SHIPS AND OTHER SUPPORT VESSELS DEPLOYED 
WITHIN THE FISHERIES JURISDICTION OF ICELAND HAS ALSO BEEN IN- 
CREASED, AND THEIR ACTIONS HAVE BECOME MORE AGGRESSIVE THAN EVER 
BEFORE. ON 6 MAY 1976, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED ITS 
DECISION TO SEND TWO MORE FRIGATES AND A TUGBOAT TO REINFORCE THE 
ROYAL NAVY'S PROTECTION OF ILLEGAL FISHING BY 
BRITISH TRAWLERS AROUND ICELAND. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT, THE BRITISH FRIGATES AND TUGBOATS OPERATING WITH- 
IN THE ICELANDIC FISHERY LIMITS OFF THE EAST COAST OF ICELAND, 

RENEWED THEIR ATTEMPTS TO RAM AND SINK THE ICELANDIC COAST GUARD 
VESSELS. THIS NEFARIOUS AND ORGANIZED PRACTICE OF THE BRITISH 
WARSHIPS AND TUGBOATS WERE PRECEDED BY A MESSAGE RECEIVED BY THE 
ICELANDIC COAST GUARD VESSEL BALDUR FROM THE BRITISH FRIGATE 
MERMAIN F-764, WHICH READ AS FOLLOWS: "WE IN THE FRIGATES ARE NO 
LONGER RESTRICTED BY OUR AUTHORITIES IN RIDDING OFF ICELANDIC COAST 
GUARD VESSELS WHICH ATTEMPT TO HARASS BRITISH TRAWLERS. DO YOU UNDER- 
STAND?” 

AFTER CONTINUED ARE REPEATED BY UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEPMTS BY THE 
BRITISH WARSHIPS AND TUGBOATS. THE ICELANDIC COAST GUARD VESSEL 
ODINN WAS RAMMED THREE TIMES, THE COAST GUARD VESSEL TYR WAS RAMMED 
TWICE AND THE OTHER COAST GUARD VESSEL BALDUR ONCE, ALL IN ONE AND 
THE SAME DAY, IN WHAT SEEMED TO BE A WELL-ORGANIZED AND CO-ORDINATED 
ATTACK ON THE PART OF THE BRITISH WARSHIPS AND THEIR SUPPORT VESSELS. 

THE COAST GUARD VESSEL ODINN WAS RAMMED NO LESS THAN THREE TIMES 
BY THE BRITISH FRIGATE GURKHA F-122, WHILE AT LEAST 21 UNSUCCESSFUL 
ATTEMPTS TO RAM AND SINK THE COAST GUARD VESSEL TOOK PLACE BETWEEN 
2130-2300 HOURS ON 6 MAY. 

THE COAST GUARD VESSEL TYR WAS RAMMED BY THE FRIGATE FALMOUTH 
F-113 AND THE FRIGATE GALATHEA F-18; AT THE SAME TIME, THE TUGBOAT 
LLOYDSMAN MADE SEVERAL SIMILAR ATTEMPTS. DURING THIS ACTION. THE 
FRIGATE GALATHEA F-18 CAUSED THE COAST GUARD VESSEL TYR TO LIST 
HEAVILY TO STARBOARD. SO THAT THE SHIP'S PORTSIDE PROPELLER WAS 
LIFTED OUR OF THE WATER, WITH THE RESULT THAT AS IT HIT THE SIDE OF 
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THE ONCOMING FRIGATE ALL THE BLADES OF THE PROPELLER WERE RIPPED OFF. 
THIS IS BUT ONE EXAMPLE OF THE FEROCITY OF THIS ATTACK BY THE BRITISH 
WARSHIPS. 

THE COAST GUARD VESSEL BALDUR WAS RAMMED BY THE FRIGATE MER- 
MAID F-76. SEVERAL UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS WERE ALSO MADE AT RAMMING 
THIS VESSEL BY THE BRITISH FRIGATE GALATHEA F-18 AND THE BRITISH TUG- 
BOAT STATESMAN. 
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A NUMBER OF RAMMINGS TOOK PLACE WHEN THE ICELANDIC COAST GUARD 
VESSELS WERE MAKING NO ATTEMPT WHATSOEVER TO PREVENT THE BRITISH 
TRAWLERS FROM THEIR ILLEGAL FISHING AND, IN FACT, WERE NOT IN THE 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE BRITISH TRAWLER FLEET. 

THIS OUTRAGEOUS PRACTICE OF THE BRITISH WARSHIPS AND THEIR ACC- 
OMPANYING TUGBOATS IN ATTACKING THE ICELANDIC COAST GUARD VESSELS 
PLACES THE LIVES OF THEIR CREWS IN THE GRAVEST DANGER AND HAS CAUSED 
SERIOUS DAMAGES TO THE COAST GUARD VESSELS THAT HAVE BEEN THE OBJECT 
OF THESE ATTACKS WHILST ENGAGED IN THEIR LAWFUL DUTIES. 

SINCE THE INCIDENT REPORTED ABOVE TOOK PLACE ON 6 MAY 1976 
THE BRITISH FRIGATES HAVE CONTINUED TO MAKE ATTEMPTS TO ATTACK ICE- 
LANDIC COAST GUARD VESSELS. THIS INCLUDES FOUR ATTEMPTS MADE IN 10 
MAY 1976 BY THE BRITISH FRIGATE SALEBURY F-32, TO RAM THE 
ICELANDIC COAST GUARD VESSEL VER. FURTHERMORE, FOUR BRITISH 
SUPPORT VESSELS MADE CONCERTED ATTEMPTS TO RAM THE COAST GUARD 
VESSEL BALDUR ON THE FISHING GROUNDS OFF THE SOUTH-EAST COAST OF 
ICELAND. 

THE ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT HAS, OF COURSE, PROTESTED IN THE 
STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS AT THESE SERIOUS ATTACKS. 

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REQUEST THIS THIS LETTER BE CIRCULATED 
AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) INGVU INGVARSSON, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ICELAND TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS " .SCRANTON 
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